________HOW       VALMY       WAS   DISTRIBUTED________

The distribution problem began with the May number,
when the printing rose to 500 copies. Each helped to
solve it in his own way, primarily through the linked-up
groups of the Pentagon and personal contacts. In addi-
tion, the especially strong and active NO-RE-PRAL group
had means which I cannot yet reveal. This group had
affiliated sections in the provinces and the paper went
thus into the unoccupied zone. In London I learned from
an escaped officer that his prison camp received Valmy.
I do not know how, but that it happened at all was a
pleasant and unexpected surprise for me.

Lastly, certain groups had to be supplied, and it was
here that Mme Raymonde stepped into the breach. She
was still a young woman and was of uncommon courage
and devotion. She was ready to give assistance during
any of the twenty-four hours, and proved it on many
occasions. With a most ingenuous air she said to me
one day: "Even if I knew my death would be certain
after having killed Hitler, I would not hesitate for a
second/7

Mme Raymonde knew all our agents, all our groups,
all our secrets. She had an unrivalled discretion and
assured the link between all. Of her we knew only her
Christian name. When repression was fiercest, it was she
who carried the paper to the groups. Most of the time
she had the paper in her "dumpy" umbrella, and she
would give the police her sauciest smile, revealing her
pearl-like teeth, as she passed.

In occupying herself thus she preserved my freedom.
If she had been arrested the movement would have con-
tinued. When I had important documents to deliver,
Mme Raymonde would meet me at my house and precede
me by two or three yards along the street, acting as a
scout. If we were surprised by a police-cordon in one of
the Metro inter-change subways, with a smile even more
seductive than usual she would raise her frock high enough
to give a glimpse of the legs of which she was justly proud
and pretend to adjust a suspender. The French and
German police would make sure of getting a good view,
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